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To the Editor of the Boston Medi- 
cal and Surgical Journal. 


Windham, May 4, 1829. 
Sir,—I send you the following 
curious case. If you should be of 
opinion that it would subserve the 
medical profession, by exciting 
useful inquiries, or in any other 
way, you are at liberty to publish it. 

ours, &c., 
James W. Perkins. 


Mrs. , a middle-aged wo- 
man, of good constitution, had been 
the mother of five healthy child- 
ren, in uninterrupted succession, 
and had invariably had short, easy 
labors. In 1822, she again became 
pregnant with her/sixth child, and 
went her full time. During the 
first months of pregnancy, she was 
as well as usual; but;for¢more than 
two months before delivery, was 
almost constantly afflicted with 
pain in the right side and back, and 
became so enfeebled as to be una- 
ble to sit up for several days be- 
fore the commencement of labor. 
Breech and feet presented ; pains 
feeble. Feet and legs brought 
down into the vagina, and she was 
delivered principally by manual 
extraction. The child presented 
a complete mass of deformity, and 
had no life. A minute description 
of this monster might be given, 
Were it necessary to my present 
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purpose,—suffice it to say, that 
the membranes of the brain and ab- 
domen were fully distended with 
water, and its features deformed 
throughout. Placenta and funis 
very tender. The mother was re- 
lieved of pain, and remained com- 
fortable for twenty-four hours ; 
was then attacked with severe pain 
in the right iliac region, increased 
by pressure, which was soon re- 
moved by an active cathartic and 
vesication of the region. From 
this time the patient went on well, 
and had a good getting up. In 1823, 
this woman again became preg- 
nant, and had no untoward symp- 
toms until the sixth month, when 
she began to complain of pain in 
her right side, and an uncommon 
sense of fulness. These symp- 
toms continued to increase, espe- 
cially the sense of fulness, up to 
the time of delivery, at the com- 
mencement of the eighth month. 
May 2d, 1824.—Labor-pains came 
on. Examination per vaginam : 
os uteri beginning to dilate ; pelvis 
almost completely filled with the 
uterus, distended with water. Pains 
continued, and at 2 o’clock that 
morning, the membranes ruptured, 
and I was sent for. Having only 
a few rods to travel, was soon 
there, and found the woman in bed, 
almost deluged with water. There 
was at least two gallons, still re- 
maining upon the sheet in a body, 
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—how much had drained off could 
not be computed. The water re- 
sembled, in color and consistence, 
that which I have sometimes seen 
drawn in cases of ascites. Pains 
returned after an interval of half 
an hour, and delivery was soon ac- 
complished. Child perfectly form- 
ed, and made some ineffectual ef- 
forts to breathe ; but the common 
means of resuscitation failed to 
produce the desired effect. The 
mother got about house in ten or 
twelve days, but was obliged to 
take her bed again, in Consequence 
of one of the inferior extremities 
becoming anasarcous. From this 
she soon recovered, and her health 
became good. In 1825, she again 
became pregnant, and near the end 
of the eighth month was delivered 
of a dead child in a state of putre- 
faction. In 1826, this unfortunate 
woman again found herself preg- 
nant, and went her full time ; not, 
however, without feeling much un- 
common pain and tension of the ab- 
domen; was then delivered of a 

oor, feeble child, that never ex- 
hibited any other signs of life than 
one feeble gasp. The waters were 
abundant, but less than in the in- 
stance above. She was about 
house in eight days. In 1827, she 
again became pregnant, and was 
delivered, Sept. 12th, 1828, of a 
fine healthy boy. 


Queries.—There was evidently 
a morbid state of the uterus and 
its appendages, brought on without 
assignable cause, and terminating 
without any remedy but that of na- 
ture. Was the derangement alto- 
gether functional? Why should 
abundant water, in the first in- 
stance, be contained within the 
body of the child; and in the se- 
cond, within the parts of the mo- 
ther ? 
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On the Use of Opium in Inflamma- 
tory Diseases. Communicated in 
a letter to Professor V. Morr. 


By F. G. Kine, M.D., of New-York. 


[The practice of administering opi- 
um in inflammatory diseases was pro- 
posed several years ago by the cele- 
brated Dr. Armstrong,of London, It 
is a practice, however, by no means ge- 
nerally adopted throughout the coun- 
try, and before transferring to our 
pages the following extract from the 
last American Journal, we esteem it a 
duty to caution the inexperienced 
practitioner against the too indiscri- 
minate application of the precept it 
contains. If opium were to be given 
in fever without previous and tho- 
rough evacuation, the result would 
doubtless be fatal in a majority of 
cases; and it behoves us to reflect 
deeply, examine the case in all its 
bearings, and bring into exercise our 
best judgment, before adopting a 
treatment which, directed by skill and 
experience like that of Dr, Post, may 
be eminently successful. ] 

In reply to your inquiries as to 
the use of anodynes and opium by 
the late Dr. Post, I have to re- 
mark, that in conversation with 
him some two years past, relative 
to Dr. Armstrong’s practice in 
inflammatory diseases, he told 
me that the use of opium, as re- 
commended by that gentleman, 
(except in larger doses,) was cor- 
roborated by his own experience 
for a long series of years, and that 
to him it was by no means a no- 
velty ; for that in 1804 he was 
called toa child about three years 
of age, suffering under a violent 
pneumonic attack, accompanied 
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by pain, cough, and great febrile 
excitement. That he according- 
ly bled, blistered, and evacuated 
the patient, afterwards placing 
him under the use of antimonials, 
but all without benefit. Matters 
proceeded from bad to worse, un- 
til the child, exhausted by con- 
stant cough and excessive rest- 
lessness, seemed nearly at the 
point of death. Under these cir- 
cumstances, he determined to 
quiet all these irritating symp- 
toms by a powerful anodyne, and 
accordingly exhibited sixty drops 
of Jaudanum. Two hours after, 
he was called to the child, then 
supposed by its parents to be dy- 
ing. He found the features sunk- 
en, the surface covered with a 
cold clammy sweat, and secre- 
tions of an unpleasant appearance 
about the eyes and nostrils, but 
the pulse had diminished in fre- 
quency, and was more full; the 
respiration was slower, and eve- 
rything indicated the full and de- 
sired action of the anodyne. The 
parents were astonished to hear 
the physician say that the child 
would soon be better. The next 
morning all untoward symptoms 
had subsided, and the child be- 
came gradually convalescent and 
recovered. 

This was his first trial of ano- 
dynes in such affections, (his ex- 
periment, if you please,) but a 
few months afterwards, a similar 
case occurring, he immediately 
resorted to the anodyne, deple- 
tion and evacuants having been 
premised, and with similar suc- 
cess ; since which period he has 
generally continued that mode of 
practice ; latterly, however, sub- 
stituting the Dover’s powder, in 
place of laudanum, in pneumonic 
attacks. 


In 1810 he was called in con- 
sultation upon a gentleman in Jer- 
sey, suffering under enteritis. He 
found that he had been repeatedly 
bled, blistered, and evacuated, 
but to no advantage; the pain still 
continued acute ; the pulse was 
small, frequent, and corded ; the 
skin dry and hot. Under these 
circumstances, he suggested the 
propriety of exhibiting a powerful 
anodyne, in order to quiet all ir- 
ritation, and give nature an oppor- 
tunity of recovering herself. Af- 
ter a little hesitation on the part 
of the attending physician, it was 
finally determined to adopt the 
course proposed, and one hundred 
drops of laudanum were directed. 
An hour elapsed, no sensible ef- 
fect having been produced, when 
the dose was repeated, and in half 
an hour the patient was under its 
full influence. He awoke the 
next day free from pain or ten- 
derness, and so recovered. The 
same gentleman has been fre- 
quently attacked since with the 
same affection, and uniformly af- 
ter being bled and evacuated. he 
has recourse to his anodyne, which 
rarely fails to quell the disease. 
But to be efficacious, the dose 
must be heroic; at least, such was 
the opinion of Dr. Post, who often 
remarked that practitioners, es- 
pecially in England and France, 
were not aware of the value of 
opium in inflammatory diseases, 
for even when emploving it in 
such cases, their doses were too 
trivial to exert any marked influ- 
ence over the malady. He him- 


sel always exhibited it under the. 


opinion, that to obtain its soothing 
effect upon the system, and its 
paralyzing influence over the dis- 
ease, it must be given in large 
doses. In diarrhea and certain 
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conditions of dysentery, after hav- 
ing cleansed the passages, he em- 
ployed laudanum or-Dover’s pow- 
der, with the happiest effect ; in 
fact, he rarely used much else 
than salts and Dover’s powder in 
diarrhea, in adults. In his own 
case, he was no less prodigal of 
anodynes than with his patients. 
Being, as you well know, for ma- 
ny years a constant prey to pleu- 
ritic affections, his treatment of 
himself was short and efficacious, 
viz., blisters and purgatives, fol- 
lowed by eighty or one hundred 
drops of laudanum, which quieted 
his cough, allayed pain, and soon 
placed him in a condition to re- 
sume his business. 

In conclusion, permit me to 
state an occurrence which took 
place under my own eyes, two 
years previous to his death. He 
was then violently attacked with 
pleurisy, accompanied with much 
fever, for which he had been 
purged and blistered, and at the 
period in question, was under the 
use of antimonials. At this time 
he directed me to give him se- 
venty drops of laudanum. I re- 
monstrated, directing his attention 
to the dryness of his skin, its in- 
creased heat, and the frequency 
and hardness of his pulse. His 
ansiver was, ‘* believe in my ex- 
perience rather than in your theo- 
ry; give me seventy or eighty 
drops of laudanum, and an hour 
will convince you of its proprie- 
ty.” It was given, and within 
the hour his pulse became calm, 
full, and slow ; his skin was co- 
vered with a gentle perspiration, 
and his condition strikingly im- 
proved. He left his bed the next 
day, and frequently since has said 
to me, ‘I think I have given you 
a clinical lecture that you will 
remember.” 


ABSORPTION OF THE CRYSTALLINE 
LENS, 


History of a Case of the Probable 
Absorption of the Crystalline 
Lenses of both Eyes, in conse- 
quence of local Irritation in the 
Fauces. Read at a late Meet- 
ing of the Boston Society for 
Medical Improvement. 


By J. V. C. Smrrn, M.D. 


Mary Ann D., of this city, in the 
autumn of 1822,—then five years 
of age,—became suddenly ill, as 
was supposed, with the first symp- 
toms of croup; but the course of 
treatment, instead of relieving 
her, manifestly increased the ge- 
neral debility, without materially 
diminishing the peculiar sensation 
of which she constantly complain- 
edinthe throat. Tothe surprise 
of the family, the little sufferer 
continued in this painful condition 
several weeks, and, consequent- 
ly, various ineffectual prescrip- 
tions were made. Some addi- 
tional disease was now apprehend- 
ed, as it was with extreme diffi- 
culty she made a full inspiration. 
It was conceived by some, that 
the action of the heart was ac- 
tually suspended, whenever the 
lungs were thus inflated. This, 
however, rests on doubtful autho- 
rity. A copious expectoration 
was next observed, so free, and 
at times so fcetid, as to induce the 
parents to change all former opi- 
nions of her case, and conclude 
that she was in a pulmonary con- 
sumption. Several medical gen- 
tlemen, whosaw her from time to 
time, coincided in this opinion. 

It is remarkable that Mary 
Ann lingered in this uncertain, and 
frequently distressed, condition, 
with but slight relief, till the fol- 
lowing April. For the last two 
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months, her dissolution was daily 
expected. About the middle of 
this month, when no expectations 
were entertained of a recovery, 
an entire and unlooked for change 
was happily wrought. Mrs. D., 
the mother, who had watched the 
bedside of her child with intense 
anxiety, happened to step into an 
adjoining room for a moment, just 
as the child had one of her com- 
mon turns of coughing. Perhaps 
she was agitated at seeing her 
mother going out at this particu- 
lar instant;—be the cause, howe- 
ver, what it may, the paroxysm 
was unusually severe, and dis- 
lodged from the throat a thin scale 
of bone, the size of a vest button- 
mole, ragged on the edges, which 
she held in her fingers when the 
mother returned. 

All the circumstances attending 
the early history of the case, and 
the manner is which she uniform- 
ly pointed to the affected part, 
were then seen in a new light, and 
had they been apprized of the 
cause, a speedy relief might have 
been afforded. As she was eat- 
ing beef soup when she first com- 
plained of a painful sensation in 
the throat, the parents have no 
doubt the piece of bone was then 
swallowed. It is almost needless 
to remark, that the patient’s re- 
storation to perfect health was 
soon accomplished. 

Here follows the most interest- 
ing part of the case:—Before the 
occurrence of the accident, which 
has been narrated, her eyesight 
was as perfect as that of any oth- 
er person ; but when good health 
again permitted her to return to 
her story books, it was apparent 
that she could not distinguish one 
letter from another. Through 
the whole course of her late in- 
disposition, it was a subject of 


frequent remark and regret, that 


her eyes had gradually become 


weak,—which accounted for the 
habit of peering through the eye- 
lashes, as though there was an 
effort of the muscles to elon- 
gate the axis of vision, when- 
ever she endeavored critically to 
examine any object. At these 


times she was often heard to say 


that she could not see. The rea- 


son of this, the friends were given 


to understand, was simply that 
the terrible fits of coughing had 
protruded the eyes from their 
sockets, from time to time, with 
such convulsive force, as to have 


given an increased convexity to 


thecornea. Completely satisfied 
that this was merely a temporary 
near-sightedness, the father sought 
a temporary relief. She was 
therefore taken to an optician’s 
in Washington Street, to select a 
pair of concave glasses; but great 
was the gentleman’s surprise, 
when Mary Ann declared she 
could not see through them at all. 
Perplexed and discouraged, after 
trying, without benefit, many 
grades of concave glasses, she 
was entirely neglected, with a 
hope that time and nature would 
eventually overcome the supposed 
internal derangement of the organ. 

Nearly another year passed 
away, and no favorable change 
had been effected, though she en- 
deavored to study her lessons, by 
finding a confused focus over a 

age of large letters. The effort, 

owever, was always painful and 
unsatisfactory. Thus the sight 
remained, till she was one day 
taken to Roxbury, to visit an aged 
aunt, whose spectacles were lying 
on the table when she entered 
the parlor, and which the child, 
in her playfulness, happened to 
put on. The same moment she 
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exclaimed, with rapturous de- 
light, can see, I can see.” 
- Double convex lenses, of a sixteen 
inch focus, were purchased imme- 
diately, through which she con- 
tinues to see with perfect dis- 
tinctness, precisely as she did ori- 
ginally, at various distances, from 
eight inches to the ordinary limits 
of distinct vision. 

Finding no cases related in the 
books, of a similar character, and 
conceiving that there is but one 
way of accounting for the change 
which has been produced within 
the globe, which renders a double 
convex lens indispensable to per- 
fect vision under all circum- 
stances and at all distances, we 
are necessarily led to the follow- 
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ing conclusion, viz. :—That the 
efforts of the system to relieve it- 
self from a local irritation in the 
vicinity of the visual organs, call- 
ed into sympathetic action the 
active absorbents of the eyes, 
which actually seized upon the 
lenses, and wholly destroyed 
them. This is inferred from the 
consideration, that a convex lens 
is now absolutely necessary ; and, 
secondly, because nature has 
made no progress in restoring the 
eyes to their natural condition. 
The annexed diagram exhibits the 
eye, with the converging rays of 
light passing through the lens, and 
forming am accurate picture on 
the retina, before the organ was 
impaired by the absorbents. 


jp, 


The present condition of the 
eyes, without lenses, is presented 
in the following figure, which 
shows the manner in which their 
original refractive power is im- 
paired. The point at which the 
rays diverge is so far back in 
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the posterior part of the vitreous 
humor, that the image is carried 
entirely beyond the retina,— 


therefore, the object cannot be 
otherwise than indistinct and con- 
fused. The eyes of the aged ap- 
proximate this state. 


Though the individual may be 
enabled to distinguish objects af- 
ter the extraction of the lens, it 
is self-evident that it must be an 
obscure vision, which is easily 


corrected by convex glasses: they 
give the proper refraction to the 
light, and, consequently, a distinct 
picture on the appropriate point 
The case under 


of the retina. 
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consideration is precisely the 
same ; the lens having been taken 
away from the inside, is placed 
on the outside of the eye, and the 
object isanswered. Though the fo- 
cus of the double convex lens is the 
radius of a sphere, of which the 


surface of the glass is a segment, 
it is not necessary to have it of 
the thickness of the natural lens, 
because, in that case, it would be 
necessary that it should be placed at 
an inconvenient distance from the 
organ to produce the desired effect. 


Fig. 3. 


[ 
This last diagram exhibits th 
young lady’s eye, with the lens on 
the outside. Its distance from 
the cornea gives a greater refrac- 


tion to rays, which, passing through 
the pupil, cross precisely at the 


same place that they would if the 
crystalline humor were there, as 
seen in Fig. 1. Thus has the un- 
fortunate little patient been re- 
stored, by art, to all the pleasures 
arising from unimpaired vision. 


SKETCHES OF PERIODICAL LITERATURE. 


DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON, 


Post-mortem Examination of the 
Body of this celebrated Writer. 


Ar alate meeting of the College of 
Physicians, some account of which 
is given in the Med. Gazette, a pa- 
per was read by Dr. Wilson, which 
contained the following memoranda. 


On Wednesday, December the 
15th, 1784, Mr. Wilson opened the 
body of Dr. Samuel Johnson, who 
died the Monday before. About a 
week preceding his death, Mr, Cruik- 
shank, by desire of his physicians, 
scarified his legs and scrotum, to let 
out the water which had collected in 
these parts. Dr. Johnson being very 
impatient to have the water entirely 
gone, repeated the operation himself 
with a lancet ; and cutting very deep, 
Jost about ten ounces of blood. He 
was in too weak a state to survive 


this apparently trifling depletion, and 
died the same day. He had been 
affected for several years with asth- 
ma, for which he used to take opi- 
um, but had discontinued this for 
some time before his death, although 
it was the only remedy which afford- 
ed him relief. On opening the chest, 
the lungs did not collapse, but re- 
mained distended, as if they had lost 
the power of contracting. The su- 
perficial air-cells were very much 
enlarged. No water was found in 
the cavity of the chest, and not more 
than naturally exists in the pericar- 
dium. The heart was exceedingly 
large and strong, and the valves of 
the aorta beginning to ossify. In 
the abdomen there was ascites, and 
some inflammation of the peritone- 
um; the liver and spleen hard, the 
latter like cartilage; a gall-stone, as 
large as a pigeon’s egg, in the gall- 
bladder. ‘The omentum was loaded 
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with fat; the folds of the jejunum 
adhered in several places, and there 
was a strong adhesion between the 
bladder and colon. The pancreas 
was remarkably enlarged. ‘The kid- 
ney of the left side had some hyda- 
tids beginning to form on its surface ; 
that of the right side was almost en- 
tirely destroyed, two large hydatids 
occupying its place. Dr. Johnson 
had never complained of pain in 
this part. Both testes had hydatids 
on the surface, and the right sper- 
matic vein was exceedingly large 
and varicose, The cranium was 
not opened. 

Dr. Wilson, after concluding the 
above history from his father’s notes, 
alluded to the Doctor’s first journey 
from Litchfield, when a child, to be 
“ touched” by Queen Anne for scro- 
fula,—a circumstance which may, 
perhaps, have encouraged that ten- 
dency to superstition which so strong- 
ly marked his character, 


PRUSSIC ACID. 
From an article in the last number of 
the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, by Dr. Hayward of this 
city, it appears that this substance 
has been employed by him with con- 
siderab!e success in the treatment of 
a very troublesome class of diseases, 
From noticing its sedative effects in 
phthisis, in which however it does 
not seem to be attended with benefit, 
Dr. H. was induced to make trial of 
it in cases of nervous or spasmodic 
cough, unattended with disease of 
the lungs, but apparently produced 
by unusual irritability of the system, 
and which had resisted various other 
remedies, The treatment was fol- 
lowed by the most decided relief. 
Similar good effects have resulted 
from the use of the acid in the latter 
days of hooping cough, and during 
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the continuance of painful menstrua- 
tion. In hysteric cases also, for 
which its sedative properties seemed 
to point it out as peculiarly adapted, 
its use was attended with very favor- 
able effects. The preparation used 
by Dr. H. is about one fourth the 
strength of that of the U. S. Pharma- 
copeia, Of this preparation, the 
commencing dose for an adult is eight 
drops, to be gradually increased to 
thirty two. This quantity may be 
taken twice daily. 


OBSERVATIONS ON HYDROPHOBIA. 


Tue Edinburgh Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal contains some interesting 
observations on this terrible disease, 
by Mr. Crichton, Surgeon at Dundee, 
in which he explains the reports 
which have come to us from time to 
time of Hydrophobia being cured. 
A young woman, said to have been 
bitten by a mad dog, was brought to 
Mr. Crichton at a time when he was 
somewhat sceptical as to the real 
existence of any such disease, He 
directed that the bitten arm should 
be wrapped in lint soaked in lauda- 
num, and desired the patient to re- 
turn home, and give herself no anx- 
iety. After some days, he was sent 
for to visit this young woman, and 
found her in a room crowded with 
friends, whose inteuse anxiety and 
horror-struck countenances were ill 
calculated to calm the agitation of 
the unhappy girl, who was howling 
and foaming at the mouth. After 
clearing the room, Mr, C, sent for a 
jug of water, and offered it to the 
patient, who drank it freely, suppos- 
ing it, no doubt, a salutary prescrip- 
tion, She was now assured that it 
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was impossible she should have Hy- 
drophobia, as persons in such a dis- 
ease are unable to drink. Her fears 
were immediately calmed, and her 
terrific symptoms disappeared. It 
seems her great fear was that she 
should be smothered in her sleep, 
that being the popular cure for Hy- 
drophobia in many parts of Scotland. 

It may be well to add, that the 
doubts of Mr. C. respecting the ex- 
istence of such a disease, were sub- 
sequently removed, by the occur- 
rence in his practice of two genu- 
ine and fatal cases, 


DENGUE-——-OR DANDY FEVER, 


Tue same Journal contains a history 
of this disease, as it prevailed in the 
West Indies, by Mr. Nicholson, Sur- 
geon at Antigua, He terms it an 
“arthritic exanthem,” and says, that 
in conformity with the nosology of 
Good, it may be called ezanthesis 
arthrosia. His account does not 
differ materially from those already 
given in this Journal, His treatment 
consisted in brisk purgatives, diapho- 
retics, and the warm bath, during the 
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febrile stage ; and subsequently, fric- 
tions with dry flannel and cold affusion, 


EXFOLIATION OF THE CUTICLE. 


A REMARKABLE case ef exfoliation of 
the cuticle from various parts of the 
body is related by Dr. Newell, of 
Cheltenham, in the Midland Med. 
and Surg. Reporter, The patient, a 
young lady, experienced the first at- 
tack of this disease when about twen- 
ty years of age. The cutis, or true 
skin, first became inflamed, and the 
connection between that and the cu- 
ticle, or scarf skin, then became dis- 
solved, These attacks have since 
come on about twice in a year, and 
the cuticle may sometimes be drawn 
off like a glove. Its texture does 
not appear to undergo any change, 
but the process is attended by feb- 
rile symptoms of considerable seve- 
rity. The Cheltenham waters have 
appeared to arrest the disease. 

Such phenomenon is exceedingly 
rare in the human species; a case 
somewhat similar was, however, 
communicated to the Royal Society, 
London, in 1769. 


DR. JOHN MASON GOOD. 

WE have before us the biography of 
this eminent physician. It was writ- 
ten by Olinthus Gregory, M.D., and 
forms a handsome octavo volume. 
The following brief sketch of his life 
and labors, which we have prepared 
for this Journal, will, we think, be 
read with an interest proportioned 
to the well-earned fame of its re- 
markable subject. 


Dr. Good was born at Epping, in 
Essex, England, the 25th of May, 
1764. His early education was con- 
ducted by his father, who was a res- 
pectable clergyman. At the age of 
fifteen, he was apprenticed to a Sur- 
geon at Gosport,—a Mr. Johnson,— 
with whom he remained about three 
years, At the end of this period, an 
opportunity presented itself to him of 
becoming connected in business with 
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. Mr. Weeks, areputable Surgeon at 


Sudbury in a neighboring county. 
To prepare himself for this situa- 
tion, he spent the autumn and winter 
of 1783, and the spring of 1784, in 
London, attending the lectures of 
Dr. Fordyce, Dr. Louder and other 
eminent medical professors, visiting 
the hospitals, and in other ways col- 
lecting professional information. He 
commenced his duties at Sudbury, 
about August, 1784. Some striking 
proofs of his surgical skill which oc- 
curred soon after, gained him so 
much reputation, that in a few months 
Mr. Weeks left the business entirely 
in his hands. His professional occu- 
pations now increased, and began to 
extend themselves into the surround- 
ing villages. He continued at Sud- 
bury till 1793, when he received a 
proposal to go into partnership with 
Mr. W., a surgeon and apothecary 
of considerable practice in London, 
who had also an _ appointment 
as surgeon in one of the prisons. 
This offer was accepted, and in 
April of that year, Mr. Good re- 
movedto London. The connection, 
however, though auspicious in_ its 
commencement, proved singularly 
unfortunate. His partner became 
envious of his talents, and instead of 
aiding, employed all his efforts to 
thwart his success. He interfered 
with him in his practice, and indus- 
triously excited distrust of his skill 
among their common patients, The 
consequences were that the business 
failed, the partnership was dissolved, 
and Mr. Good, deprived of all re- 
sources, and with an increasing fami- 
ly, was almost thrown upon the cha- 
rity of his friends, So far, however, 


was his ardor from being damped by 
this disappointment, that it only ex- 
cited him to new exertion. Eager 
to obtain distinction among medical 
men, he soon availed himself of an 
opportunity to accomplish this object. 
Dr. Lettsom, an active member of a 
medical Society, had offered a pre- 
mium of twenty pounds for the best 
dissertation “on the Diseases of 
Workhouses, and the best means of 
their Cure and Prevention.” This 
prize was to be awarded in Februa- 
ry, 1795. Mr. Good became a com- 
petitor, and had the satisfaction of 
being successful, 

He also became member of a 
Society, constituted in the year 1794, 
under the title of “ the General Phar- 
maceutic Association.” The object 
of this Association was to get the 
business of druggists placed under 
certain restrictions, and the practice 
of medicine freed from the odium 
which the ignorance of this class of 
persons was likely to throw upon it. 
At the request of some of his col- 
leagues, he drew up a “ History of 
Medicine, so far as it relates to the 
profession of the apothecary, from 
the earliest accounts to the present 
time.” The work was published in 
1795, and served, in conjunction 
with the labors of the Association, 
to call the general attention of medi- 
cal men, and of the intelligent por- 
tion of society, to the ignorance ad- 
verted to and its baneful effects, 


For many years after this period, 


Mr. Good was engaged in a variety of 
literary pursuits, which, however, by 
no means interfered with the increase 
of his practice, or with his attention 
to his medical duties. It is stated 
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by his biographer, that his translation 
of Lucretius, which was published in 
1805, was actually composed in the 
streets of London, during the walks 
he took to visit his numerous pa- 
tients, in the course of the six pre- 
ceding years. In the autumn of 
1810, he was invited to deliver a 
course of lectures at the Surrey In- 
stitution, “on any subject, literary 
or scientific, which would be agreea- 
ble to himself.” The consequence 
of this request was the delivery of 
three courses of lectures, in three 
successive years, all of which attract- 
ed crowded audiences, The first 
series treated “ of the nature of the 
material world,” the second “ of the 
animate world,” and the third was 
devoted to “ the nature of the mind.” 
The substance of these lectures was 
afterwards published in the “ Book 
of Nature.” They would have been 
extended still farther in subsequent 
years, had not the pressure of pro- 
fessional duty obliged him, notwith- 
standing the strongest solicitations to 
the contrary, to relinquish the occu- 
pation of a Lecturer. 


In the year 1820, Mr. Good re- 
ceived the degree of M.D. from Ma- 
reschal College, Aberdeen, and, in 
consequence, entered upon a more 
elevated department of professional 
duty. During the same year he 
published his treatise of Nosology, 
a work to which his attention had 
been directed fur many years. Any 
criticism on this production would 
be wholly misplaced in this connec- 
tion; but whatever are its faults and 
imperfections, it has generally been 
allowed to be much superior to any 
classification which had preceded, 


nor has it been surpassed by any 
subsequent attempt. It was follow- 
ed in 1822 by his great work, the 
Srupy or Mepicine, This publica- 
tion, as is well known, was most fa- 
vorably received ; and the first edi- 
tion having been exhausted, a new 
and improved one issued from the 
press in 1825. His own copy of 
this contains several notes and im- 
provements, condensed, however, 
into the smallest possible space, with 
a view to a third edition. 


Till this period, Dr. Good’s health 
had always been remarkably sound. 
The great activity of his life, with 
his temperance and regularity, had 
secured to him the almost uninter- 
rupted enjoyment of his bodily pow- 
ers, These, however, now began to © 
fail, Probably, the change from the 
habit of visiting his patients on foot 
to that of riding, affected him unfa- 
vorably, and the great mental labor 
to which he was subjected in the 
preparation of his last works, aug- 
mented the evil. During the year 
1822 he had several attacks of gout, 
and these continued to recur occa- 
sionally until the end of life. His 
last illness,—an inflammation of the 
bladder,—was exceedingly severe, 
and terminated his existence the 2d 
of January, 1827, in the 63d year of 
his age. 

We have thus given an account 
of the medical career of this eminent 
individual, partly because we think 
it will prove interesting in itself, and 
partly because we believe a some- 
what unjust estimate has been made 
by medical men in this country, of 
the degree of confidence to be placed 
in his professional opinions. Dr. 
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Good is far better known as a litera- 
ry man than asa physician. His 
translation of Lucretius, his versions 
of several books of Scripture, and 
his various treatises on physical, me- 
taphysical, and moral topics, are well 
known, and have gained for hima 
great, and, we trust, a durable, repu- 
tation, These achievements, howe- 
ver, great as they are, and supposing 
as they do unwearied application, 
naturally inspire some distrust as to 
his practical acquaintance with his 
own profession, and suggest the no- 
tion, that what he knows of medicine 
must have been derived from read- 
ing, and not from observation. An 
attentive perusal of his memoirs is 
calculated to do away this prejudice, 
Dr. Good was educated a surgeon. 
The amount of his practice in the 
country is mentioned as very consi- 
derable, and it became so in London 
as soon as he had time to make him- 
self known. For more than forty 
years he was actively engaged in 
professional duty ; there can be no 
doubt that, with the powers of ob- 
servation he possessed, he was ena- 
bled to make himself familiar with 
the actual appearance of diseases, 
as well as to theorise on their causes 
and modes of treatment; and we have 


‘no reason to doubt that the descrip- 


tions he gives were, in the majority 
of cases, derived from personal ob- 
servation. For the rest, Dr. Good 
is an instance of the union of very 
respectable talents with indefatigable 
industry, Every moment of his time 
was devoted to some valuable pur- 
pose ; and, by the order and system 
which he maintained in his opera- 
tions, he was enabled to reconcile 
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an attention to a great variety of du- 
ties, with the faithful and thorough 
performance of all. “ If,’ says his 
biographer, “ he had published no- 
thing but his translation of Lucre- 
tius, he would have acquired a high 
character for free, varied, and ele- 
gant versification,—for exalted ac- 
quisitions as a philosopher and a 
linguist, and for singular felicity in 
the choice and exhibition of mate- 
rials in a rich store of critical and 
tasteful illustration, Had he pub- 
lished nothing but his translation 
of the book of Job, he would 
have attained an eminent sta- 
tion among Hebrew scholars, and 
the promoters of biblical criticism ; 
and had he published nothing but 
his Study of Medicine, his name 
would, in the opinion of one of his 
ablest professional correspondents, 
‘have gone down to posterity, asso- 
ciated with the science of medicine 
itself, as one of its most skilful prac- 
titioners, and one of its most learned 
promoters,’ ” 


DR. KNOX AND THE RESURRECTION- 
MEN, 
A Report has been recently pub- 
lished by a Committee appointed at 
the request of Dr, Knox to investi- 
gate the nature and degree of his 
connection with Burke and his com- 
rades, The language of this report 
is not on the whole remarkably fa- 
vorable, ‘They acquit the Doctor of 
any participation in, or knowledge 
of, the mode in which the bodies 
were obtained for the dissecting- 
room; but add, that the circum- 
stances under which they were con- 
veyed, their appearance, and the 
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well known character of the persons 
engaged in the traffic, were sufficient 
to have excited suspicion, and that 
his want of attention to these circum- 
stances, if it does not prove his ig- 
norance wilful, still renders it highly 
culpable. It appears that Dr. K. did 
not often purchase subjects himself 
from those who supplied them, but 
left the business in the hands of his 
assistant, and even of his porter. It 
also appears that it was a rule with 
him never to make inquiries as to 
the manner in which bodies were 
obtained, and to discourage such in- 
quiries in others, under the idea that 
it would interfere with and interrupt 
their future supply. He had also 
openly expressed his belief, no doubt 
a sincere one, that bodies might be 
purchased from the friends of de- 
ceased persons among the lower 
classes, and this opinion being 
known to Burke, furnished him with 
a plausible mode of accounting to the 
Dr. and his assistants for the supplies 
he furnished, and of obtaining money 
for the negociations in which he was 
supposed to be engaged. The con- 
clusion therefore is, that Dr. Knox 
exhibited, in relation to a very im- 
portant business, for the conduct of 
which he alone was responsible, a 
most imprudent and culpable indif- 
ference. Had he managed the af- 
fairs of his dissecting room himself, 
instead of leaving them to others; 
had he made up his judgment with 
regard to the existing means for ob- 
taining bodies for dissection, from a 
more careful examination of the sub- 
ject, and a better acquaintance with 
the state of popular feeling; and 
above all had he insisted on knowing 
from those who brought subjects to 


his rooms, and whose desperate cha- 
racter was well known to him, the 
particulars of the means by which 
they procured them, he would, by so 
doing, have avoided the lasting stigma 
which must now attach to his charac- 
ter, and which connects his name in 
the history of the age with those of 
an atrocious murderer and his in- 
famous accomplice. 

By way of illustrating the popular 
feeling with respect to Dr. K., we give 
the following anecdote from the Lon- 
don Lancet :—A woman called on Dr. 
Ramage of Ely Place, to consult him 
on some complaint, for which the 
doctor ordered her to be cupped, 
and desired her to apply to Mr. 
Knox, in the Adelphi. Two days 
after, the woman called again on 
Dr. Ramage, but had not been cup- 
ped ; she was again desired to go to 
Mr. Knox, who, she was told, would 
operate gratuitously, as he was cup- 
per to the Infirmary of which Dr. 
Ramage is physician. The woman 
shortly after made a third appear- 
ance, still without having been cup- 
ped. She was now closely question- 
ed as to her reason for not following 
the physician’s advice. “ Sir,” said 
she falteringly, “ I am afraid to call 
on Mr. Knox.”—* But why, my good 
woman? Mr, Knox will cup y 1 ex- 
tremely well.”—* Yes, Sir, U have 
no doubt of that ; but I am afraid he 
is some relation of Doctor Knox, the 
Scotch gentleman, and that he will 
make a subject of me; and, if you 
please, I’d rather not go.” 


THE NEW MEDICINES. 
VII.—Sirychnine.—This is the ve- 
getable alkali of nux vomica, and is 
the principle to which all the prepa- 
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rations of that nut owe their effica- 
cy. Its chief use a3 a medicinal 
agent, is in paralytic affections ; and 
what is somewhat remarkable, its 
stimulating effects are manifested 
more distinctly, and sooner, in the 
paralytic parts, than in any other. 
The action of the medicine is an- 
nounced by tetanic motions in these 
parts, a sense of formication, and 
local perspiration. When given in 
hemiplegia, these phenomena are 
exhibited in the diseased side, whilst 
the other remains cool and at rest ; 
an eruption has also been observed 
sometimes to accompany the formi- 
cation, whilst no trace of such an 
occurrence could be discovered on the 
healthy side. An overdose produces 
violent convulsive movements of the 
whole body, and is speedily fatal. 
Magendie, whose formulary we 
take for a guide, says that one-eighth 
of a grain of Strychnine is sufficient 
to kill a large dog, and a quarter of 
a grain often produces very marked 
effects on the human body when in 
health. The price of Strychnine is 
$40 the ounce,—of the tincture, 
75 cents the ounce. 
Modes of prescribing Sirychnine. 


1. Pure Strychnine in pills. 
Take of 
Pure Strychnine, 2 grains. 
Conserve of Roses, 1-2 drachm. 
ix intimately, and divide into 24 
pills. Dose, one every morning 
and evening, increased. 


2. Tincture of Sirychnine. 


Take of 
Alcohol, at 36 deg., 1 ounce. 
Strychnine, 3 grains. 


Make a Tincture. Dose, from 6 to 
24 drops, in some simple liquid. 
3. Mixture of Strychnine. 
Take of 


Distilled Water, 2 ounces, 
Pure Strychnine, 1 grain. 
White Sugar, 2 drachms. 


Mix. Dose, a dessert spoonful 
morning and evening. 
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Ruptured Uterus, attended by 
some uncommon Circumstances.— 
Another case of ruptured uterus is 
come to us from abroad, which pro- 
duced immediate death. It was re- 
markable that no vomiting occurred 
after the accident, though most of 
the other symptoms of this catastro- 
phe were present. The child was 
delivered by grasping its feet. On 
a post-mortem examination, “ the 
uterus and vagina were found exten- 
sively ruptured, the laceration in the 
former extending from the os uteri 
up to the insertion of the fallopian 
tube. The substance of the viscus 
was found to be very soft, and there 
were about a dozen of small tuber- 
cles scattered over its surface,—ma- 
nifest proofs of disease in the organ.” 
It is also worthy of notice, that in 
the case referred to the liver was 
found uncommonly soft, and the ab- 
dominal muscles, the recti, oblique, 
and transverse, were almost entirely 
removed. 


New Instrument for examining the 
Fauces.—Dr. Babington has invent- 
ed an instrument by which may be 
examined such parts about the fauces 
as do not admit ef inspection by un- 
aided sight. It consists of an oblong 
piece of looking-glass set in wire, 
with a long shank. Where this in- 
strument is to be used, it should first 
be dipped in water, so as to leave a 
film of the fluid over the surface of 
the glass. This expedient prevents 
it from being dimmed by the halitus 
of the breath. It is then placed 
against the palate whilst the tongue 
is held down by a spoon, when the 
epiglottis and upper part of the la- 
rynx become visible in the glass, 


Opacity of the Cornea,.—The 
following powder is found to act 
with more effect than calomel or 
zinc in removing this obstruction to 


the sight :—Take Red Oxide of Mer- | 


cury and White Agaric, of each half 
adrachm ; White Sugar, one ounce. 
Mix, and reduce them to a very fine 
powder. 
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Gonorrhea.—A formula, different 
from any in common use, has been 
recently recommended in cases of 
gonorrhoea and gleet, after other re- 
medies, even cubebs, have failed, 
It is this :— 

R. Tinct. Ferri Muriatis, Si. 

Sp. Ath. Nitr. Gvij. M. 
From forty to sixty drops to be ta- 
ken three times a day, in distilled 
water. Copaiba may be substituted 
in the same quantity for the Spirit. 
ther. Nitr., should it be thought 

expedient to try that medicine. 

An exceedingly obstinate case of 
gleet is recorded in the eleventh vo- 
lume of the Edinburgh Medical Jour- 
nal, by Mr. Fletcher, which was 
cured by an injection of sea-water. 
The patient had labored under the 
complaint for two years. It was 
removed in ten days. 


Glandular Swellings—It is the 
opinion of Professor Dupuytren, that 
if Muriate of Ammonia, one part, 
be added to Strong Mercurial Oint- 
ment, four parts, the deobstruent 
qualities of the latter are greatly 
increased. 


Aneurism of the Carotid ‘Artery 
cured by Vausatva’s Plan.—The 
aneurismal swelling was seated on 


~ the left side of the neck, and extend- 


ed from the thyroid gland to the cla- 
vicle. It was larger than a hen’s 
egg, and pulsated very strongly 
The integuments covering it were of 
a natural color. It was entirely cured 
by a long continuance of the strictest 
regimen, consisting of weak broths, 
bread, vegetables, acid drinks, bodily 
tranquillity, repeated bleeding, the 
exhibition of digitalis and of laurel- 
water, Ice was also frequently ap- 
plied to the tumor. Compression 
could not be borne. The patient 
occasionally suffered from aitacks of 
difficult deglutition, 

At the time this case was record- 
ed, four years had elapsed, and he 
remained pertectlywell.— Hufe, Jour. 


Chronic Ptyalism.—A_ case of 
this kind is related by Souquet, which 
was cured by the mastication of ca- 
nella bark, and by swallowing the 
juice of it. For nine years anda 
half, the patient had discharged from 
the mouth five pints of saliva daily. 
He had never had syphilis, nor had 
he taken mercurial medicines of any 


kind.— Lond. Med. & Phys. Journ. 


Good’s Study of Medicine. —A 
third edition of Mason Goop’s 
“ Study of Medicine,” containing all 
the author’s final corrections and 
improvements, together with addi- 
tional modern information on phy- 
siology, practice, pathology, and the 
nature of diseases in general, is now 
preparing for publication by Mr. 
SAMUEL Cooper,author of the Diction- 
ary of Practical Surgery, &c. From 
the extraordinary diligence and great 
judgment Mr, Cooper has shown in 
his previous publications, we have 
reason to congratulate the profession 
upon his having undertaken this 
task.— 


Prize Essays.—The unsuccessful 
dissertations on the Effects of Ardent 
Spirits, which were offered for the 
premium of the Mass, Med. Society, 


are deposited at Messrs. Cottons & 


Barnard’s Bookstore, 184 Washing- 
ton Street, where they may be ob- 
tained by their respective authors, 


NOTICE, 
Dr. Apams’ letter to Dr. Jackson is 
received. The case detailed is high- 
ly interesting, and will be published 
in the next number, 


WEEKLY REPORT OF DEATHS IN BOS- 
TON, 


Ending May 16, at noon. 
Apoplexy, 1—accidental, 1—brain fever, 1 
—consumption, 6—disease of the heart, 1— 
dropsy in the chest, 1—dropsy in the head, 1— 
inflammation in the bowels, 2—lung fever, 2 
—measles, l—unknown, 4. Males, 11—fe- 
males, 10. Total, 21. 


Diep—In Washington City, Dr. Elnathan 
Judson, Surgeon of the United States Navy. 
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DENTAL SURGERY. 


HIS day received by Benjamin Per- 

kins & Co., No. 135, Washington 

Street,—A SYSTEM OF DENTAL SUR- 
GERY. In three parts. 

1. Dental Surgery as a Science. 

2. Operative Vental Surgery. 

3. Pharmacy connected with Dental 
Surgery. 

By Samven SHetpon Fitca, M.D., 
Surgeon Dentist. 
beto ut bene digeras et diu vivas ; laxatis 
dentibus laxantur et chylaceos officine ; 
hinc mille malorum occasiones.—Baglivi 
March 17. 
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LONDON STATIONARY, &c. 
UST received by COTTONS & BAR-~ 
NARD, 184 Washington Street, 
Crown and Double Crown Tissue Paper, 
large thin Bath Letter Paper; Billet Pa- 
per, Demy and Royal Bristol Board, do. 
do. London Board, Newman’s Carmine, 
Music Paper. 


COPY of Bloomfield’s Critical Digest 

of Sacred Annotation on the Gos- 
pels, 3 vols. 8vo. ‘** The most learned 
Commentary in the English language.” 
For sale by COTTONS & BARNARD, 
184 Washington Street. 


CASEY’S APPARATUS FOR THE 
CURE OF DISTORTED SPINE. 


oie Proprietor of the Dormant Ba- 
lance for the cure of Distorted 
Spine, gives notice, that he has establish- 
ed an agency in this city, for the conve- 
nience of those who may wish to avail 
themselves of this invention. Physicians 
having under their care the subjects of 
this disease, or patients themselves, may 
have an opportunity of inspecting the ap- 
paratus, and examining the testimonials 
of its efficacy, at Mr. Charles White's, 
corner of Winter Street. It is recom- 
mended, however, that all patients avail- 
ing themselves of this invention, should 
do it by the advice, and under the super- 
intendence, of their own physicians, as it 
is only by medical opinion that the pro- 
per subjects of the machine can be deter- 


Denticum curam ha-. 
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mined, or the other proper measures to be 
made use of in conjunction with it, can 
be pointed out. The Proprietor express- 
ly disclaims the idea that a cure is to be 
effected, in any case, by mechanical 
meansalone. ‘This machine has received 
the approbation of many of the most emi- 
nent medical men in this city and New- 
York. Upon application to the agent, 
references will be given, and written tes- 
timonials exhibited. 

All letters, post-paid, addressed to J. 
Lincoln, No. 27, Fayette Street, will be 
attended to. 

Boston, Feb. 6, 1829. 


NEW BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. 


Piet published by COTTONS & BAR- 
NARD, 184 Washington Street. 

The Waning Moon, by the author of 
the Rising Sun ; The While Palfrey, by 
the author of Thomas Mansfield; The 


‘Kind and Happy Child, by the author of 


the White Palfrey, &c. 


FRENCH WATER COLORS, 


OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash-" 
ington Street, have for sale, the fo!- 
lowing Water Colors, of an excellent 
quality, manufactured by P. C. Lamber- 
tye, (France,) viz: Bistre, Raw Cassel, 
Burnt Umber, Raw Umber, Egyptian 
Brown, Vandyke Brown, Brown Pink, 
Seppia, Violet Lake, Carmined Lake, 
Sanders Blue, Prussian Blue, Mineral 
Blue, Indigo, Ycllow Ochre, Yellow Min- 
eral, Gamboge, Yellow Orpiment, Yellow 
Lake, Naples Yellow, Burnt Italian Earth, 
Burnt Sienna, Raw Sienna, Italian Earth, 
Crocus Martial, Green Lake, Sanders 
Green, Sap Green, Mineral Green, Prus- 
sian Green, Vermillion, Saturnine Red, 
Indian Red, Red Ochre, Red Orpiment, 
Flake White. 
Also—a great variety of Newman’s, Ac- 
kerman’s, Reeves’s and Osborne’s Colors, 
in boxes and separate cakes. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVERSA- 
TIO 


NS. 

OTTONS & BARNARD, 184 Wash- 
ington Street, have just published, 
Sunday School Conversations on some of 
the interesting subjects recorded in the 
New Testament. By the author of the 

Factory Girl, The Badge, James Talbot, 

c. 
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